¥ N
DEUJIS
A_7

Demak Universal Journal of Islam and Sharia
E-ISSN: 2988-3539
Vol.3, No.2, 2025, pp. 385-400
DOI: https://doi.org/10.61455/deujis.v3i02.487

Halal Food Standards for Food Security and Agricultural
Sustainability: A Comparative Study of East Africa and
Indonesia

Alwy Ahmed Mohamed?, Abdulrohim E-sor?, Muhammad Ndow?, Qudra
Bezibweki*

The Agakhan High School, Mombasa, Kenya

2Department of Sharia, Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Prince of Songkla University,
Thailand

3Univesity of The Gambia, Gambia
“Islamic University in Uganda (IUIU), Uganda

talwyahmed94@gmail.com, ?prfais@psu.ac.th,
3muhammedalmustaphadndow@gmail.com, *bezibwekiqudrah@gmail.com

Received July 02, 2025; Revised October 12, 2025; Accepted December 03, 2025

Abstract

Objective: With a comparative focus on East Africa and Indonesia, this study attempts to
explore how halal food standards contribute to agricultural sustainability and food security.
In addition to addressing consumer trust, market access, and sustainable farming practices,
the study looks at how halal certification regimes affect food production, distribution, and
consumption. Theoretical framework: Islamic economic ideas and food systems theory
serve as the study's foundation. While Islamic halal standards place a strong emphasis on
ethical food production, consumer protection, and socioeconomic justice, food systems
theory offers a perspective through which to view the relationships between production,
distribution, and consumption. Literature review: Prior research emphasises how halal
requirements affect market access, food safety, and moral consumption. While East African
nations are still in the early stages of adoption due to issues like inadequate regulatory
infrastructure, lax enforcement, and poor consumer awareness, Indonesia has gained
widespread recognition for its extensive halal certification framework. Methods: This study
uses a qualitative comparative methodology, examining institutional practices, policy
documents, and sociocultural contexts in Indonesia and East Africa. In order to evaluate the
efficacy and effects of halal standards on food security and agricultural sustainability.
Results: The results show that Indonesia has constructed a strong halal certification system
that guarantees food quality, helps smallholder farmers, and fosters international trade. East
African nations, on the other hand, are still in the early phases of creating halal frameworks
and are facing obstacles like insufficient regulatory monitoring, low consumer awareness,
and shoddy enforcement procedures. Implications: The report emphasises how crucial it is
to match halal certification with consumer protection, regional trade integration, and
sustainable farming methods. In addition to easing access to expanding international halal
markets, policymakers and industry stakeholders can use halal standards to benefit
smallholder farmers, advance ethical food production, and improve food security. Novelty:
This study's innovation is its comparative cross-regional analysis, which shows how halal
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food standards can be used as a tool for economic integration, sustainable agriculture, and
food security in a variety of socioeconomic contexts.

Keywords: halal food standards across regions, agricultural sustainability, food security,
halal certification systems, comparative regional analysis

INTRODUCTION

Food security and agricultural sustainability are among the most urgent challenges
confronting societies today. Rising global populations, climate change, and resource
limitations have placed unprecedented pressure on food systems, particularly in developing
regions. For communities with significant Muslim populations, these challenges intersect
with religious obligations that emphasise the consumption of halal food. Halal food
standards, while rooted in faith-based principles, have evolved into broader mechanisms for
ensuring food safety, ethical production, and consumer protection. Their role increasingly
extends beyond religious observance to shaping agricultural practices, supporting trade, and
fostering sustainable food systems [1].

The goal of this research is to evaluate how halal food standards contribute to food
security and agricultural sustainability in Indonesia and East Africa. Indonesia is a
fascinating case study since it has established a comprehensive halal certification system that
combines consumer safety with agricultural growth and market expansion [2]. Its method
highlights how halal certification may improve quality assurance, provide opportunities for
smallholder farmers, and broaden involvement in the global halal economy. In contrast, East
African countries are still in the early phases of developing halal systems. Limited
institutional capacity, inadequate regulatory structures, and a lack of knowledge among
producers and consumers continue to be significant impediments to effective implementation

[3].

The impetus for undertaking this study stems from the fast expansion of the worldwide
halal industry, which is currently worth trillions of dollars. This growth creates major
potential for both regions. However, the uneven development of halal certification systems
risks putting certain nations on the periphery of this burgeoning market. By studying two
locations at different stages of halal integration, the study sheds light on how halal food
standards may be used as both a cultural and economic instrument to improve food security
and encourage sustainable agriculture [4].

The research uses a qualitative comparative technique. It examines regulatory frameworks,
institutional practices, and socio-cultural variables that impact the adoption and
implementation of halal food regulations. This comparative perspective enables the
identification of strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities in both contexts. Findings reveal
that while Indonesia has successfully positioned halal certification as a driver of agricultural
sustainability and global trade participation, East African nations face structural challenges
but also possess considerable growth potential. Importantly, both contexts demonstrate the
feasibility of linking halal certification with larger goals such as sustainable agriculture,
consumer protection, and regional trade integration [5].

This study adds to the ongoing discussions about the relationship between religion,
development, and global markets. It highlights how, when properly implemented, halal
standards may transcend their religious roots and become tools for social and economic
development. By focusing on both a well-established and a nascent system, the study
provides comparative insights that can help policymakers, industry stakeholders, and
researchers devise strategies that connect halal certification to broader development
objectives [6]. In doing so, it emphasises the transformational potential of halal food
standards not only for Muslim communities but also for the global goal of sustainable and
inclusive food systems [7].
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This research also aims to place the topic within the larger context of global development
goals, including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Halal standards are closely
related to several of these objectives, including Zero Hunger, Responsible Consumption and
Production, and Partnerships for the Goals. By linking halal certification with these
objectives, countries may enhance both their local food systems and their contributions to
global sustainability initiatives [8]. The study's conclusions are thus valuable not just to
scholars of religion and development, but also to policymakers looking for innovative
approaches to agricultural reform, trade integration, and social inclusion [9].

Finally, this article contends that halal certification is more than a religious or cultural
requirement; it is a multifaceted instrument that may be used to ensure food security,
improve agricultural sustainability, and increase participation in the global economy. The
findings are intended to encourage policies that link halal standards with sustainable farming
practices, consumer protection, and international trade integration, allowing both Indonesia
and East Africa to benefit from the rapidly expanding halal sector [10].

LITERATURE REVIEW

The term halal, which literally means "permissible” in Arabic, has long been linked to
Islamic dietary regulations. Traditionally, halal standards have been defined in terms of what
Muslims are authorised to consume, notably regarding animal slaughter, the avoidance of
banned substances such as alcohol and pork, and the preservation of cleanliness in food
processing. However, recent research shows that halal food requirements go beyond religious
devotion and include larger economic, social, and ethical considerations. Halal certification is
now a worldwide recognised indicator of food quality, safety, and authenticity. Halal
certification is increasingly aligned with global quality and safety benchmarks such as
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points (HACCP) and ISO standards [11]. This alignment
positions halal not only as a religious obligation, but also as a comprehensive regulatory
framework that addresses concerns about food safety, traceability, and consumer protection.
Furthermore, halal certification is becoming increasingly associated with sustainability issues
such as animal welfare, fair trade, and environmental responsibility. As a result, halal food
standards are increasingly recognised as beneficial to both religious identity and global
development goals [12].

Food security occurs when all people have consistent physical, social, and economic
access to adequate, safe, and nutritious food to suit their dietary needs and preferences.
Agricultural sustainability adds to this by focusing on the long-term viability of food
production systems while emphasising environmental stewardship, economic stability, and
social equity. These concepts highlight the necessity for food systems that can endure global
challenges like climate change, growing urbanisation, and volatile trade markets [13].

The literature suggests that certification programs, whether halal, organic, or fair trade,
play an important role in strengthening food systems. Certification fosters confidence
between producers and consumers, ensures compliance with quality standards, and opens up
new market opportunities. Within Muslim-majority societies, halal certification also serves to
fulfil religious obligations, combining spiritual assurance with material guarantees of food
safety. Importantly, certification schemes like halal are increasingly seen as tools for
achieving multiple Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including Zero Hunger,
Responsible Consumption and Production, and Decent Work and Economic Growth. Halal
certification has the potential to improve food security and environmental sustainability by
promoting ethical and sustainable agricultural practices [14].

Indonesia, with the world's largest Muslim population, has positioned itself at the forefront
of the global halal movement. The Indonesian Ulema Council (Majelis Ulama Indonesia -
MUI) was established as the primary body for providing halal certificates, formalising the
certification process. Recently, the government established the Halal Product Assurance
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Agency (BPJPH), incorporating halal certification into national legislation. Indonesia's dual
structure has enabled it to build one of the world's most complete halal ecosystems,
combining legal frameworks, religious authority, and consumer protection into a single

system [15].

Indonesia’s halal certification extends beyond food to medicines, cosmetics, and tourism
services. This diversification underscores the country's ambition to become a global halal
hub. More importantly, halal certification has been linked to agricultural policies that benefit
smallholder farmers, who make up a significant portion of the agricultural workforce.
Farmers adhering to halal standards gain access to new markets, improve production methods
to meet quality requirements, and benefit from consumer trust. Indonesia's experience
demonstrates how halal certification can drive national economic growth, rural development,
and global trade participation [16].

In contrast, East African countries are still developing halal certification frameworks.
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda have significant Muslim populations, yet the
institutionalisation of halal systems remains fragmented. In Kenya, for example, the Supreme
Council of Kenya Muslims (SUPKEM) and other religious bodies issue halal certificates, but
the absence of a single regulatory authority leads to inconsistency and weak enforcement.
Tanzania and Uganda face similar challenges, with multiple religious and private
organisations involved in halal certification, often without adequate coordination [17].

Fragmented systems erode consumer trust because customers may doubt the credibility of
certification. Producers also face challenges entering global halal markets, as international
buyers often require certification from recognised agencies. Additionally, East African
nations face limited technical capacity, weak regulatory frameworks, and low public
awareness of the economic benefits of halal certification. Despite these challenges, there is
significant potential. Agriculture remains central to many East African economies, and halal
certification could enhance value addition, increase export competitiveness, and create niche
markets locally and internationally [18].

Comparative studies highlight significant differences between Indonesia's mature halal
system and East Africa's nascent frameworks. Indonesia illustrates how government
engagement, institutional clarity, and strong public demand can produce a successful halal
system that benefits both national growth and global competitiveness. East Africa, on the
other hand, exemplifies the challenges faced by regions with weak institutional capacity and
fragmented governance. These disparities highlight the importance of political will,
institutional infrastructure, and consumer education in determining the effectiveness of halal
certification [19].

The global halal food industry is projected to be worth trillions of dollars, driven by
growing Muslim populations, rising income levels, and increased demand for ethical and safe
food. This trend has attracted both Muslim-majority and non-Muslim nations, making them
significant exporters of halal-certified products. Regions such as East Africa risk missing out
on this lucrative market if they do not develop recognised and credible halal certification
systems. Conversely, successful integration into the halal market could provide opportunities
to enhance food security, empower smallholder farmers, and promote sustainable agricultural
practices [20].

While previous research provides valuable insights into halal certification in Indonesia and
the emerging systems in East Africa, there is a lack of comparative studies that directly link
halal standards to food security and agricultural sustainability. Much of the literature focuses
either on the religious aspects of halal or the economic benefits of certification, with limited
emphasis on how halal frameworks can be strategically aligned with sustainable development
goals. This study addresses this gap by performing a comparative analysis of Indonesia and
East Africa, highlighting the potential of halal certification as both a cultural and economic
tool for strengthening food systems [21].
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Fugure 1. Halal Certification for Food Security
METHODOLOGY

Research Design

This study uses a qualitative comparative research approach to investigate the influence of
halal food standards on improving food security and agricultural sustainability. A
comparative case study method is applied, focusing on Indonesia, which has established a
comprehensive halal certification framework, and selected East African countries such as
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda, whose halal certification systems are still under development.
This methodology allows for an in-depth examination of how various legislative,
institutional, and socio-cultural factors affect the implementation and impact of halal
certification [22].

Techniques for Data Collection

Analysis of Documents and Policies

The study examines institutional guidelines, legislative frameworks, and national halal
certification regulations. It also reviews food security plans, agricultural sustainability
strategies, and regional trade agreements relevant to the halal industry. Reports and
publications from international and national agencies provide additional context and a global
perspective on halal certification.

Partially Structured Interviews

Policymakers, representatives of certification bodies, religious leaders, and agricultural
stakeholders will be interviewed. Key informants include smallholder farmers, food
processors, wholesalers, and consumer groups. These interviews aim to gather diverse
perspectives on the challenges and opportunities of halal certification and its role in
promoting food security and agricultural sustainability.

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)

Focus groups will be organised with consumer groups and smallholder farmers to explore
grassroots experiences and perceptions of halal food standards. This approach allows for the
triangulation of insights from expert interviews and policy documents, ensuring a more
balanced analysis.
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Review of Secondary Data

The study also reviews books, conference proceedings, and scholarly journal articles on
food security, halal food, consumer protection, and agricultural development. This literature
review helps contextualise findings within broader academic debates.

Sampling Method

Participants with knowledge of food security, consumer protection, halal certification, and
agricultural policy are selected using purposive sampling. A comparative sampling strategy is
also employed to contrast Indonesia’s mature system with East Africa’s developing
frameworks, allowing the study to identify both convergences and divergences.

Data Analysis

Data will be analysed using thematic analysis to identify recurring themes such as food
safety, consumer trust, agricultural sustainability, and market access. A comparative analysis
will highlight similarities and differences between Indonesia and East Africa regarding
institutional capacity, regulatory enforcement, and consumer awareness [23].

Ethical Considerations

The study ensures ethical compliance by obtaining informed consent from all participants
and guaranteeing confidentiality and anonymity in data reporting. Cultural and religious
sensitivities regarding halal practices will be fully respected to maintain integrity and trust.

Limitations

The study acknowledges potential limitations, including difficulties in accessing reliable
data from East African halal institutions due to weak regulatory systems, limited consumer
awareness, and enforcement gaps. Language barriers and uneven availability of official
documentation may also pose challenges in data collection and analysis [24].

Table 1. Research Methodology
Aspect Description

Research Design Qualitative comparative research using a comparative case study of
Indonesia (advanced halal system) and East Africa (developing halal
systems: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda).

Data Collection Methods Document & Policy Analysis: Institutional guidelines, legislation,
certification regulations, food security plans, trade agreements.
Structured Interviews: Policymakers, certification bodies, religious
leaders, farmers, processors, wholesalers, consumers.

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs): Consumer groups and smallholder
farmers for grassroots perspectives.

Secondary Data Review: Books, conference proceedings, scholarly
articles on food security, halal certification, and agricultural
development.

Sampling Method Purposive sampling of knowledgeable participants; comparative
sampling to highlight differences and similarities between Indonesia and
East Africa.

Data Analysis Thematic analysis to identify key themes: food safety, consumer trust,
agricultural sustainability, and market access. Comparative analysis to
explore differences in institutional capacity, enforcement, and awareness.

Ethical Considerations Informed consent, confidentiality, anonymity, and respect for cultural
and religious sensitivities regarding halal practices.

Limitations Limited access to reliable data in East Africa due to weak regulatory
systems, low consumer awareness, fragmented institutions, language
barriers, and uneven documentation availability.
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Figure 2. Research Methodology for Halal Food

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Indonesia's Halal Certification Law Status

Over the past ten years, Indonesia's halal certification system has experienced substantial
expansion, demonstrating the government's dedication to protecting consumers and
strengthening its position in the international halal market. The legal basis for requiring halal
certification for food, drinks, and other consumer goods is Law Number 33 of 2014 on Halal
Product Assurance. This law provides Muslim consumers with legal certainty and places the
responsibility of obtaining halal certification on manufacturers. Indonesia established a
systematic process for halal certification with the subsequent Presidential Regulation Number
31 of 2019 and the creation of the Halal Product Assurance Organising Agency (BPJPH)
within the Ministry of Religious Affairs [25].

By 2025, BPJPH's responsibilities had expanded to include collaboration with Halal
Inspection Institutions (LPH) nationwide and the provision of digital services via the
SIHALAL platform. This infrastructure enables faster halal certification, boosting consumer
confidence and enhancing the competitiveness of both local and export-oriented products. As
of late 2024, over 1.7 million products, including processed foods, drinks, and agricultural
products, had received halal certification, with a significant portion coming from small and
medium-sized enterprises. These developments demonstrate that the Indonesian government
views halal certification not only as a religious obligation but also as a strategic tool for
economic growth and international trade [26].
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Figure 3. Halal Product Assurance Organising Agency (BPJPH)

Table 2. Development of Halal Certification in Indonesia

Year / Key Legal Development Institutional Role Impact / Outcome
Regulation

2 EEVTAN[oB Halal Product Assurance Law  Ministry of Religious — Established legal
33/2014 enacted; halal certification Affairs foundation; obligated

made mandatory for food, producers to certify
beverages, and consumer products
goods.
2019 - Formal establishment of Halal BPJPH under the Institutionalised halal
Presidential Product Assurance Organising  Ministry of Religious  certification
REREIEUIENES  Agency (BPJPH) Affairs framework
31/2019
2020-2023 Expansion of Halal Inspection BPJPH + LPH Nationwide network
Institutions (LPH) of auditors; stronger
enforcement
2024 — Digital Launch of the SIHALAL BPJPH (digital Streamlined
sl platform for online services) certification, easier
certification SME access
2025 (Current BPJPH upgraded with a BPJPH is the central 1.7 million+ products
Status) broader mandate; authority certified halal,
coordination with LPH including SME
strengthened products; boosted
consumer trust and
export

competitiveness

Frameworks for Halal Certification in East Africa

East African nations such as Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda are still in the early stages of
developing comprehensive halal certification systems. Legal frameworks for consumer
protection and food safety exist, but they lack precise and unified measures for halal
assurance comparable to Indonesia's established approach. For example, the Supreme
Council of Kenya Muslims (SUPKEM) and other private religious organisations oversee
halal certification in Kenya, with minimal direct government involvement. Similarly, halal
certification remains largely optional in Tanzania and Uganda, where independent certifying
bodies and Islamic councils supervise the process with varying degrees of legitimacy. The
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absence of centralised legislation makes it difficult to standardise, enforce, and gain
international recognition for halal-certified products [27].

Attempts are being made to collaborate with the East African Community (EAC) to
standardise halal standards; however, challenges persist due to institutional fragmentation
and limited funding. Public awareness of halal certification is also low, with many consumers
associating halal primarily with meat products while overlooking other categories such as
processed foods and cosmetics. This lack of knowledge limits broader market participation
and highlights the need for stronger regulatory frameworks and government-led awareness

campaigns [28].

Figure 4. Halal Bodies in East Africa

Halal Certification Frameworks
in East Africa

Tanzania

Voluntary, mostly managed by Islamic councils and private
organizations

Challenges in standardization, I Low consumer awareness

enforcement, and recognition beyond meat products

Figure 5. Halal Certification Frameworks in East Africa

Evaluation of Institutional Practices in Comparison

A comparison of East Africa and Indonesia reveals notable disparities in consumer
participation, enforcement capabilities, and institutional practices. East Africa exhibits a
decentralised and fragmented approach that relies heavily on non-state entities, whereas
Indonesia’s regulatory framework demonstrates a complete and centralised model in which
the state plays a proactive role. Three significant differences emerge from the findings [29].

First, halal certification in East Africa is primarily based on religious authority and lacks
full legal enforcement, whereas Indonesia’s regulatory framework is supported by statutory
legislation and government authorities. Second, Indonesia has greater market access because
products certified under BPJPH are recognised internationally, while East African producers
often struggle to meet export standards due to the absence of standardised certification [30].

Third, consumer trust and awareness in Indonesia are strengthened by consistent
government-led public campaigns, whereas East Africa faces challenges in building
comparable levels of consumer confidence. Nonetheless, both regions share a recognition of
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halal standards as tools for promoting food safety and enhancing agricultural value chains.
Properly institutionalised, halal certification has the potential to improve smallholder farmer

livelihoods, build consumer trust, and expand participation in global markets [31].

Table 3. Comparative Analysis of Institutional Practices: Indonesia vs. East Africa

Dimension

Regulatory
Infrastructure

Institutional Role

Enforcement
Capacity

Market Access

Consumer Trust &
Awareness

Impact on
Smallholder Farmers

Convergence Point

Indonesia

Backed by statutory law (Law No.
33/2014) and centralised through
BPJPH

Strong state involvement with
BPJPH and Halal Inspection
Institutions (LPH)

Mandatory certification; the digital
SIHALAL platform ensures
monitoring and efficiency

Certified products gain
international recognition; support
exports

High due to government-led
campaigns and legal assurance

SME-friendly schemes (self-declare
system) expand participation

Halal standards are recognised as
tools for food safety, value chain
strengthening, and global market

East Africa (Kenya, Tanzania,
Uganda)

Largely voluntary, managed by
religious councils (SUPKEM,
Islamic councils), with no
centralised law

Decentralised, dependent on non-
state actors with limited
government oversight

Weak enforcement; absence of
uniform standards and fragmented
institutions

Export barriers due to a lack of
standardised recognition

Relatively low; halal is associated
mostly with meat products

Limited support; weak integration
into value chains

Same recognition, though
implementation capacity remains
weak

opportunities.

The Impact of Magashid Sharia on Halal Standards

The findings also show that the application of halal requirements in Indonesia and East
Africa can be examined through the lens of magashid sharia, particularly in terms of
protecting the five primary objectives: religion, life, intellect, wealth, and lineage. In
Indonesia, mandated halal certification protects religion and consumer safety (hifz al-din and
hifz al-nafs), while also providing economic opportunities for small and medium-sized
enterprises (hifz al-mal). The harmonisation of legal frameworks with Sharia principles
illustrates Islamic law’s flexibility in addressing contemporary food governance challenges

[32].

Although institutional structures in East Africa are less established, magashid sharia plays
a vital role in the efforts of Islamic councils and certifying agencies to ensure that Muslim
communities have access to safe and permissible food sources. The focus on consumer
protection and ethical food systems reflects the broader goal of maslahah (public welfare),
especially where legal enforcement is weak. Magashid sharia thus serves as a unifying
normative framework for both regions, demonstrating the capacity of halal standards to
integrate religious duties with sustainable agricultural development and international trade
objectives [33].

Furthermore, applying magashid sharia to halal certification encourages the promotion of
knowledge and awareness (hifz al-‘aql) among consumers and producers. Educational
initiatives, public campaigns, and community training programs in Indonesia and East Africa
enhance understanding of halal principles, ethical production, and food safety practices,
fostering responsible consumption and ethical business conduct [34].
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Finally, magashid sharia provides a basis for aligning halal standards with broader
sustainable development goals. By integrating the protection of life, wealth, and community
welfare into halal practices, both Indonesia and East Africa can leverage certification systems
to promote inclusive economic growth, environmental responsibility, and resilient food
systems. This demonstrates the transformative potential of halal standards not only as
religious obligations but also as tools for social, economic, and ecological advancement [35].

Halal Standards: A Driver of Food Security and Sustainability

The study's findings imply that halal food standards serve not only as religious and ethical
criteria but also as strategic mechanisms for enhancing food security and promoting
agricultural sustainability. In Indonesia, the mandatory halal certification system provides
consumers with legal assurance while simultaneously strengthening agricultural value chains.
This centralised approach ensures that producers, particularly smallholder farmers, have easy
access to certification through streamlined procedures, thereby increasing inclusivity within
the food system [36].

The use of digital platforms such as SIHALAL illustrates how technology has been
leveraged to simplify certification processes, reduce bureaucratic inefficiencies, and enhance
engagement among diverse actors in the food sector. These institutional advancements not
only increase the credibility of certified products but also align halal standards with national
development objectives such as food safety, rural livelihood improvement, and international
trade competitiveness. Indonesia’s experience demonstrates that when halal certification is
embedded within broader state policies, it can become a potent driver of economic growth,
consumer protection, and sustainable agriculture [37].

In East Africa, although halal certification frameworks are still developing, the potential
for promoting food security and sustainability is significant. By establishing more
coordinated and standardised certification processes, East African countries could enhance
market access for producers, increase consumer confidence, and encourage sustainable
farming practices that meet both religious and ethical standards. Strengthening institutional
capacity and harmonising regulatory frameworks across the region would help unlock the
economic and social benefits of halal certification [38].

Moreover, halal certification can serve as a tool for promoting environmental
sustainability. By encouraging producers to adopt ethical and responsible agricultural
practices, including animal welfare, safe food handling, and eco-friendly production
methods, halal standards contribute to long-term ecological resilience. This dual focus on
ethics and sustainability positions halal certification as a multidimensional strategy for
meeting the needs of both present and future generations [39].

Finally, halal food standards foster regional and global economic integration. By aligning
certification with international standards, producers in both Indonesia and East Africa can
access global halal markets, attract foreign investment, and participate in cross-border trade.
This integration not only enhances economic opportunities but also incentivises the adoption
of best practices in food safety, quality control, and sustainable production, demonstrating
that halal certification is an essential component of modern, resilient food systems [40].

Institutional Gaps in East Africa

In contrast, East African nations such as Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda are still in the early
stages of developing halal certification systems, characterised by fragmented institutional
processes and weak enforcement mechanisms. Unlike Indonesia’s state-led and regulated
approach, East Africa’s halal certification frameworks are largely voluntary and managed by
private religious organisations or Islamic councils. This reliance on non-state entities results
in inconsistent legitimacy, limited international recognition, and difficulties in
standardisation. The absence of unified legal frameworks reduces the authority of halal
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certification, limiting its capacity to systematically impact food security and agricultural
sustainability [41].

Furthermore, consumer awareness in East Africa is often low, with many associating halal
certification mainly with meat products while overlooking other categories such as processed
foods, beverages, and cosmetics. This limited understanding constrains the full potential of
halal certification as a tool for promoting food safety, ethical consumption, and agricultural
development. Despite these challenges, initiatives by the East African Community (EAC) to
standardise halal practices indicate recognition of the importance of certification for
strengthening value chains and enhancing regional trade. Nonetheless, limited institutional
capacity, insufficient funding, and low public awareness remain significant obstacles that
must be addressed to unlock the full benefits of halal certification in the region [42].

Moreover, the lack of coordinated training and technical support for producers hinders
compliance with halal standards. Smallholder farmers and local food processors often lack
the knowledge and resources necessary to meet certification requirements, limiting their
market access and ability to participate in regional and global halal supply chains.
Addressing these capacity gaps through education, technical assistance, and advisory services
is crucial for the successful implementation of halal standards [43].

Additionally, the fragmented system in East Africa weakens consumer confidence in halal
products. When certification is inconsistent or perceived as unreliable, trust in halal labels
diminishes, discouraging wider adoption and limiting domestic demand. Building a
centralised and transparent certification framework, coupled with public awareness
campaigns, would improve trust, ensure compliance, and enhance the credibility of halal
products both locally and internationally. Finally, there is an opportunity to integrate halal
certification with broader sustainability and food security initiatives. By linking halal
standards with ethical farming practices, food safety regulations, and environmental
stewardship, East African countries could use certification as a tool not only for religious
compliance but also for strengthening resilient food systems and supporting rural livelihoods.
This alignment could create a more comprehensive approach that combines cultural,
economic, and developmental benefits, ultimately advancing both local and regional food

security [44].

Analysis

This study analyses halal food standards as a strategic instrument for strengthening food
security and agricultural sustainability through a comparative lens between Indonesia and
East Africa. The findings demonstrate that halal certification extends beyond religious
compliance, functioning as an integrated governance mechanism that links ethical
production, consumer protection, and sustainable agricultural practices. In Indonesia, the
institutionalisation of halal standards through binding legislation and a centralised authority
has enhanced regulatory clarity, improved market access, and reinforced consumer trust. This
state-led model has enabled smallholder farmers and small and medium enterprises to
participate more effectively in halal value chains, contributing to inclusive agricultural
development and national food resilience.

Conversely, East African countries exhibit fragmented halal governance structures
characterised by voluntary certification, weak enforcement, and limited institutional
coordination. These structural constraints reduce the effectiveness of halal standards in
supporting food security objectives, despite the region’s strong agricultural base and growing
Muslim consumer market. Low consumer awareness and the absence of harmonised
regulations further limit the potential of halal certification to drive sustainability and trade
competitiveness. Nevertheless, the study identifies significant opportunities for East Africa to
leverage halal standards as a development tool by strengthening regulatory frameworks,
enhancing institutional capacity, and integrating halal certification into broader agricultural
and food security policies.
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From a normative perspective, the application of magashid sharia reinforces the alignment
between halal standards and public welfare objectives, particularly the protection of life,
wealth, and social well-being. The analysis highlights that when embedded within coherent
policy frameworks, halal certification can promote ethical production, sustainable resource
management, and economic integration. Overall, the study underscores the transformative
potential of halal food standards as multidimensional instruments for achieving sustainable
food systems across diverse socio-economic contexts.

CONCLUSION

This study found that halal food standards have tremendous potential for improving food
security, agricultural sustainability, and global market involvement. The comparative
examination of Indonesia and East Africa demonstrates the importance of institutional
frameworks, legislative enforcement, and consumer knowledge in determining the efficacy of
halal certification. Indonesia's comprehensive and required system demonstrates how state-
led legislation, technical innovation, and public education can turn halal certification into a
strategic instrument for both producers and consumers. In contrast, East African nations
confront fragmentation, weak institutional capacity, and low consumer awareness, all of
which impede the potential of halal standards to achieve comparable results. Despite these
differences, both settings acknowledge the importance of halal certification as a tool for
enhancing agricultural value chains, assuring food safety, and fostering consumer trust. The
findings highlight the need for East African nations to learn from Indonesia's experience,
such as establishing centralised halal agencies, simplifying certification procedures for
smallholder farmers, and increasing government engagement in awareness efforts. At the
same time, Indonesia must continue to improve its system to maintain efficiency,
inclusiveness, and a worldwide reputation. Finally, halal certification should be considered
not only as a religious requirement, but also as a policy tool that may support larger
development objectives such as sustainable agriculture, consumer protection, and regional
trade integration. By incorporating halal standards into sustainable development objectives
and encouraging cross-regional collaboration, Indonesia and East Africa may optimise the
socioeconomic benefits of the growing global halal market.
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