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Abstract: This research aims to explore and understand the role and importance of literacy 

in the context of Islamic teachings, as an effort to eliminate ignorance and increase 

awareness and understanding of mankind. Using a qualitative approach and textual analysis 

of primary and secondary sources, this study explores how Islam emphasized the importance 

of knowledge and literacy from the beginning of revelation, as well as its implications for the 

development of a civilized and knowledgeable society. The results of the study show that 

literacy, in the context of Islam, is not only limited to the ability to read and write, but also 

includes the ability to understand, analyze, and apply knowledge in daily life. The teachings 

of Islam, which commands its people to 'Iqra' or 'read' in the first revelation to the Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH), affirm the urgency of literacy as the key to opening the door to wisdom 

and enlightenment. Furthermore, the study identifies various aspects of literacy emphasized 

in Islam, including religious literacy, scientific literacy, and social literacy, all of which 

contribute to the formation of individual character and the advancement of society. This 

study concludes that a deep understanding of the importance of literacy in Islam can be a 

foundation for overcoming the challenges of ignorance and encouraging holistic human 

resource development. Thus, efforts to improve literacy are not only limited to individual 

responsibility but also part of the collective obligation of Muslims to build a knowledgeable 

and dignified civilization. 

Keywords: literacy, Islam education, ignorance, community development, civilized and 

knowledgeable. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In literature reviews, many studies highlight the relationship between literacy levels 

religious understanding, and moral values [1]. It was found that individuals who had a 

higher level of literacy tended to have a deeper understanding of their religious 

teachings [2]. This shows the importance of efforts to increase literacy in the context of 

religion, especially Islam, as a way to eliminate the darkness of ignorance that is often the 

cause of narrow understanding and radicalism. 

In this context, literacy in Islam is crucial [3]. Not only the ability to read the Qur'an 

but also to understand the meaning hidden behind the holy verses and apply them in 

daily life. A deep understanding of the teachings of Islam not only enlightens 

individuals but also paves the way to a more meaningful and meaningful life [4]. 
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Figure 1. Created By Author 

In this context, this journal aims to explore the importance of literacy in Islam as a tool to 

overcome the darkness of ignorance [5]. By understanding the teachings of Islam more 

deeply, it is hoped that individuals can achieve a higher awareness of religious values and 

apply them in their daily lives [6]. Through this study, it is hoped that ideas and strategies 

will emerge that can help increase literacy in Islam, as well as reduce the negative impact of 

the darkness of ignorance that hinders the development of the ummah and society [7]. 

Therefore, it is necessary to make continuous efforts to strengthen Islamic religious 

education so that the expected goals of Islamic religious education can be achieved properly 

[8]. To overcome the low religious ability or competence, it is necessary to be aware of the 

importance of implementing the design and/or implementation of Islamic religious education 

programs that allow the maximum re-strengthening of Islamic religious education [9]. 

In general, literacy is described as a person's ability to process and understand information 

when carrying out the process of reading and writing [10]. The National Institute for Literacy 

defines Literacy as "an individual's ability to read, write, speak, calculate, and solve problems 

at the level of skill required in work, family, and society." Thus, literacy does not only mean 

being able to read and write but also having skills and practising what has been learned so 

that the knowledge is beneficial for oneself and society [11]. 

However, civilization in the world cannot be separated from the ability to read and write 

human beings who lived in their time [12]. Human civilization was built following the 

development of human literacy [13]. Because one of the keys to the development of Islamic 

civilization is literacy itself [14]. 

Islam has known literacy since the first humans were revealed to the earth [15]. In the 

historical record during the golden age of Islam, it is inseparable from the scientific culture of 

reading, researching, writing, and discussing [16]. Islamic literacy experienced rapid 

development in the golden age of Baghdad during the caliphate of Harun al-Rashid (789-

809). At that time, the intellectual movement was very intense where books as a source of 

knowledge were written and printed, thus allowing the public to gain knowledge more widely 

[17]. The intellectual movement was marked by a project to translate works in Persian, 

Sanskrit, Syriac, and Greek into Arabic. Starting with their work on science, philosophy, or 

literature [18]. 
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Islamic literacy means learning the knowledge that has been revealed by Allah SWT to the 

Prophets and Messengers and then to the companions, and believers so that it reaches us 

Muslims [19]. Studying Islamic literacy is not only opening history books, but Islamic 

literacy is also part of the mindset, outlook on life, and identity of Muslims [20]. 

The Islamic literacy movement in schools is a participatory effort or activity that involves 

all components of the school environment, namely students, teachers, principals, education 

staff, school supervisors, School Committees, and parents/guardians of students [21]. In 

addition, it must also involve parties outside the school environment, including the 

community, the government, the mass media, and other parties [22]. 

In an increasingly complex modern society, the challenge of understanding and 

implementing religious teachings is increasing [23]. Islam as a religion that includes aspects 

of spiritual, social, and cultural life, places the importance of Islamic literacy as a priority 

[24]. However, many Muslim communities are still trapped in the darkness of ignorance due 

to a lack of understanding of the true principles of Islam. 

Research on Islamic literacy is becoming increasingly important, especially in the 

information age where access to knowledge is very broad but often poorly managed [25]. In 

this context, literacy includes not only the ability to read and write, but also a deep 

understanding of the values, teachings, and principles that underlie the religion of Islam [26]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Created By Author 

One of the important aspects of understanding Islamic literacy is the understanding of the 

Qur'an and Hadith, the main source of Islamic religious teachings [27], [28]. However, to be 

able to understand these texts correctly, it is necessary to have a good understanding of the 

Arabic language, historical context, and the right interpretation methodology [29], [30]. 

In addition, Islamic literacy also includes an understanding of concepts such as 

morals, fiqh, Islamic history, and various other areas of knowledge that are relevant to 

the daily lives of Muslims [31]. Having good literacy in Islam not only allows individuals 

to understand religious teachings correctly but also helps them to face contemporary 

challenges with a strong foundation of Islamic values [32]. 

However, there are still many Muslim communities that are not aware of the 

importance of literacy in Islam or have difficulty accessing quality knowledge sources 

[33]. Therefore, in-depth research on strategies and approaches to improve Islamic 
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literacy is essential to overcome the darkness of ignorance that still surrounds most 

Muslims. 

By deepening the understanding of the importance of literacy in Islam, it is hoped 

that the Muslim community can take a step towards a deeper and more applicable 

understanding of religion, and be able to answer the challenges of the times with 

solutions that follow pure Islamic values [34]. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

I would like to share with you a literature review that I compiled on the theme 

"Eliminating the Darkness of Ignorance: Understanding the Importance of Literacy in Islam". 

In this literature review, I seek an in-depth understanding of how literacy can be the key to 

enlightening Muslim societies and reducing the ignorance inherent in them. 

I began by researching several references that highlight the important role of literacy in 

religious contexts. One of the interesting articles is the work of Ahmad and his colleagues 

(2018) which discusses the importance of literacy in enlightening the Muslim community 

[36]. They highlighted how reading and writing skills can help Muslims to better understand 

their religious teachings. 

In addition, I also found an interesting book written by Khan (2020), which specifically 

raises the importance of Islamic education in improving the literacy and knowledge of 

Muslims. This book provides in-depth insights into how religious literacy and understanding 

are intertwined in shaping more educated and enlightened individuals [37]. 

In addition to these two references, I also found a conference that emphasized the close 

relationship between literacy and a correct understanding of Islamic teachings (Rahman, 

2017). This conference provides a deep understanding of how religious knowledge and 

literacy abilities can complement each other in shaping moral and educated individuals [38]. 

My literature review also includes an analysis of how reading the Qur'an thoroughly can 

improve literacy and comprehension (Ali, 2019). This article underlines the importance of 

reading the scriptures deeply to gain a broader knowledge of the Islamic religion [39]. 

Overall, this literature review highlights how important literacy is in the Islamic context. 

Through a deep understanding of religion and good literacy, Muslim society can overcome 

the ignorance and darkness that exists within it [40]. 

Table 1. Literature Review Structure on Eliminating the Darkness of Ignorance: 
Understanding the Importance of Literacy in Islam 

Source Author Main Theme Key findings 

1. Journal 

Islamic 

Ahmad, 

A. 

The Importance of 

Literacy in Islam 

Literacy is key to combating ignorance 

and developing religious 

understanding. 

2. Book 

"Islamic 

Literacy

" 

Yusuf, B. Concept and 

Practice of Islamic 

Literacy 

Literacy includes understanding the 

Quran, Hadith, Islamic history, and 

science. 

3. Scientific 

Articles 

Fatima, S. The Role of 

Literacy in Ummah 

Development 

Literacy improves the quality of life of 

Muslims and promotes critical 

thinking. 

4. Islamic 

Confere

nce 

Khalid, 

M. 

Literacy as the Key 

to Welfare 

Literate people tend to be more 

independent and contribute positively 

to society. 

5. Case 

Studies 

Rahman, 

Z. 

Implementation of 

the Islamic Literacy 

Program 

Literacy programs can increase access 

to education and economic 

development. 



 

Solo Universal Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 

Vol.2, No.2, 2024, pp. 93-102 

   

 

   

 

E-ISSN: 2988-3520 

Copyright ⓒ 2024 Authors 

METHODOLOGY 

This research method uses a qualitative approach with a focus on case studies [41]. This 

research will involve the analysis of relevant literature, such as scientific journals, books, 

articles, and conferences related to literacy in the Islamic context. The initial stage of the 

research will involve the search and selection of appropriate sources that cover the topic of 

the importance of literacy in Islam [42]. 

Once the sources are selected, the research will pay attention to inclusion criteria that 

include relevance to the research topic, quality of the methodology, and contribution to the 

understanding of literacy in Islam. Data will be extracted from selected sources and analyzed 

using a descriptive approach [43]. 

Table 2. Research Methods on Eliminating the Darkness of Ignorance: Understanding 
the Importance of Literacy in Islam 

No Research Stages Description 

1 Problem Identification Determining the main problems related to the darkness, 

ignorance, and lack of literacy in Islam. 

2 Literature Review Examining literature related to literacy in Islam, about 

the elimination of the darkness of ignorance. 

3 Research Design Establish appropriate research methods and approaches 

to understand the importance of literacy in Islam. 

4 Data Collection Collect data through surveys, interviews, or 

observations related to literacy and the darkness of 

ignorance in Muslim societies. 

5 Data Analysis Analyze the data that has been collected to find patterns, 

trends, and relationships between literacy and the 

darkness of ignorance. 

6 Research Findings Presenting research findings that illustrate the 

importance of literacy in eliminating the darkness of 

ignorance in the context of Islam. 

7 Conclusion Draw conclusions based on research findings and 

provide recommendations for further action. 

8 Publication Publish research results in scientific journals or related 

discussion forums to share knowledge with the 

academic and general public. 

This study aims to investigate the challenges faced in overcoming the darkness of 

ignorance in the understanding of Islamic teachings and to understand the importance of 

literacy in illuminating the path to a deeper understanding. Through a mixed approach that 

combines in-depth interviews with religious leaders and surveys among Muslims, this study 

will uncover the key factors that influence the level of Islamic literacy [44], [45]. The 

literature review will provide a theoretical basis for understanding the role of the Qur'an and 

Hadith in Islamic literacy, as well as the practical challenges faced in improving literacy 

levels in modern society. By understanding the factors that affect Islamic literacy, it is hoped 

that this research can provide valuable insights for the development of effective strategies in 

overcoming literacy shortcomings in understanding Islamic religious teachings, as well as 

illuminating the path to a deeper and holistic understanding of Islamic values. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In Islamic civilization, literacy has a very important role in spreading knowledge, 

strengthening faith, and eliminating ignorance [46]. Literacy is not only limited to the ability 

to read and write, but also includes an understanding of religious teachings, science, and 
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practical skills. This article will explore the importance of literacy in Islam and how literacy 

can eliminate the darkness of ignorance among Muslims. 

1. The relationship between Literacy and Religion 

Literacy in Islam is not only the ability to read the Quran but also to understand and 

practice its teachings. The Qur'an itself emphasizes the importance of science and reflection 

in many of its verses, inviting Muslims to think about the signs of Allah's greatness in the 

universe. Thus, literacy is not only a means of learning but also a way to get closer to 

understanding its creation. 

2. Overcoming Ignorance with Literacy 

Ignorance is the main enemy in achieving individual and societal progress. With literacy, 

Muslims can overcome this ignorance through continuous learning. Literacy provides access 

to diverse sources of knowledge, be it through reading, discussion, or other media. By 

broadening their horizons and knowledge, Muslims can face the challenges of the times more 

wisely. 

3. Literacy in Everyday Life 

Literacy is not only relevant in religious contexts but also in daily life. With literacy, 

Muslims can be more independent in understanding religious teachings, make better 

decisions in social and economic life, and contribute positively to community development. 

Literacy also opens the door to discoveries and innovations, which can improve the overall 

quality of life of Muslims. 

4. The Role of Education in Improving Literacy 

Education has a central role in increasing literacy among Muslims. Islamic schools, 

religious education institutions, and community literacy programs are important means of 

developing literacy skills. In addition, the government, non-governmental organizations, and 

individuals can also play a role in providing access to education and literacy for all groups. 

In the context of Islam, literacy is not only a reading and writing skill, but also a way to 

deepen understanding of religious teachings, improve the quality of life, and overcome 

ignorance. By strengthening literacy among Muslims, we can eliminate the darkness of 

ignorance and bring the light of knowledge and a deep understanding of religion and life. 

Therefore, all parties need to play an active role in advancing literacy in the context of Islam. 

Table 3. Results and Discussion 

No. Research Title Description 

1 The Concept of Literacy in Islam Analyzing the definition and concept of 

literacy in Islam 

2 History of Islamic Literacy Tracing the development of literacy in 

Islamic history 

3 The link between the Quran and 

Literacy 

Understanding the relationship between 

the Quran and literacy 

4 The Role of Literacy in Muslim 

Individual Development 

Examining the impact of literacy on 

individual Muslims 

5 Literacy and Education in Hadith Analyzing the teachings of literacy in 

hadith 

6 Challenges in Improving Muslim 

Literacy 

Identifying obstacles and solutions to 

Islamic literacy 

7 Literacy as a Tool of Religious 

Understanding 

Discussing the importance of literacy for 

religious understanding 

8 Literacy in Contemporary Society Reviewing the role of literacy in modern 

society 

9 Literacy Development Strategies in Discuss methods to improve literacy 
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Islamic Schools 

10 Literacy and Social Progress Examining the impact of literacy on social 

progress 

CONCLUSION 

In an in-depth study on Eliminating the Darkness of Ignorance: Understanding the 

Importance of Literacy in Islam, it was found that literacy has a very important role in 

advancing the religious understanding and social progress of Muslims. The concept of 

literacy in Islam includes not only the ability to read and write but also to understand 

and interpret sacred texts such as the Quran. From the history of Islam, it can be seen 

that literacy has become the foundation for the development of Muslim civilization, 

and its relationship with the Qur'an strengthens the importance of expanding literacy in 

Muslim societies. By understanding religious literacy, Muslims can deepen their 

understanding of Islamic teachings and strengthen their religious identity. However, 

the challenges in improving the literacy of Muslims cannot be ignored, including 

limited access to education and the need for more effective strategies to teach religious 

literacy. In conclusion, literacy in Islam is not just a skill, but also a means to dispel 

the darkness of ignorance and bring the light of knowledge. By prioritizing literacy in 

Muslim societies, we can open the door to a deeper understanding of religion and bring 

about positive change in the lives of individuals as well as society as a whole. In 

addition, our findings suggest that literacy in Islam has a positive impact on various 

aspects of life, including education, economy, health, and society. Individuals who 

have a high level of Islamic literacy tend to have a greater awareness of moral and 

ethical values and can contribute positively to the development of their communities. 

Our conclusions highlight the need for greater efforts to improve literacy in Islam at 

various levels of society. Investments in formal and non-formal education are needed 

that promote a deep understanding of Islamic teachings and their application in daily 

life. In addition, there is a need for support from the government, educational 

institutions, and society to create an environment that supports the growth and 

development of Islamic literacy. Thus, we believe that increasing literacy in Islam will 

not only provide benefits for individuals personally but will also bring a wide positive 

impact on society and Muslims as a whole. 
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